WHY   WE    CONTINUED    THE   WAR

not waste much time in showing themselves over the Civil Govern-
ment buildings, and it was a splendid opportunity to test the
morale of the people. Absolute calm reigned, and there was not
the slightest sign of disorder. Arriving from Catalonia, troubled
and oppressed by the sight of a multitude panic-stricken at the
thought of falling into the hands of a hateful enemy, we were
heartened and refreshed by this evidence of calmness and self-
control.

But when we reached the harbour a truly desolate scene met our
gaze. The whole port seemed to have been stripped bare by
machine-gun fire. A ship with French colours painted on her
funnel, to all appearances deserted, lay forlorn at the quayside
surrounded by grisly reminders of the enemy bombardments.
The problem of food supplies for the central zone arose before us
in all its gravity. We had discussed it fully in Toulouse and had
taken the necessary measures for organizing the despatch of the
most indispensable supplies in ships small enough to run the
blockade. The difficulty lay in providing for the months of
February and March; after that the early harvest in Andalucia
and Extremadura would help to make conditions more or less
supportable. But in spite of the great obstacles to be overcome,
the supply of food to the central-southern zone was not only
possible but ensured. Even after the desertion of the fleet, on
whose protection we had naturally relied, it was not interrupted.

But what depressed me even more than the sight of Alicante
harbour was the morale of the military leaders. In a conversation
held that afternoon at General Miaja's headquarters in Valencia
with the army generals who had called to pay their respects, the
Prime Minister and I were able to realize the effect which the
Catalan landslide had made on them, and to see their scepticism
regarding our ability to continue resisting until such time as the
rebels should promise to respect the lives of our fighters. I could
not but be aware that while our arrival had raised the morale of
the people as a whole, for some of these gentlemen it was not
exactly a happy event. Although outwardly we were greeted
with every possible sign of loyalty and respect, I felt that we were
being considered as two unexpected guests whose arrival had
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